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We hereby give notice that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on: 

Tuesday, 2 November 2021  at 6pm 

in the Council Chambers, Civic Centre 

184 - 194 Bourke Street, Goulburn 
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Cr Bob Kirk Warwick Bennett 

Mayor General Manager 
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12 Mayor al Minute(s)  

12 MAYORAL MINUTE(S) 

12.1  Mayor al Minute - Waste to Energ y - Future Ac tion 

12.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - WASTE TO ENERGY - FUTURE ACTION 

Author:  Mayor  

Authoriser: Bob Kirk, Mayor  

Attachments: 1. Energy From Waste Infrastructure Plan ⇩   
2. Bishop Mark Short Waste to Energy Letter ⇩      

Recommendati on 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council facilitate a public awareness and information campaign to:- 

1. engage with our wider community on the issues surrounding Veolia’s proposed Advanced 
Energy Recovery Centre (the ARC) development at the Woodlawn Eco Precinct, 

2. raise awareness of the associated issues and impacts on the residents of Tarago and district 
– and also on the surrounding areas including Goulburn, Bungonia, Windellama, Collector, 
Bungendore, Yass, Canberra and Queanbeyan, 

3. investigate the potential to conduct a plebiscite on community views for the Waste to Energy 
facility proposed at Tarago, or at least to be able to run localised surveys to gauge 
community opinion, 

4. consider an on-line petition to the NSW Legislative Assembly to enable concerned citizens to 
register their position with the decision making body, 

5. follow up on our engagement with neighbouring Councils/ACT Government, 

6. support such other actions as may reasonably be proposed through this community 
engagement process. 

 

INFORMATION  

Council will recall at its meeting on the 21st September 2021, the following resolution was passed 
in response to the State Governments Energy from Waste Infrastructure Plan 
 

2.     Council states its total opposition to waste to energy or waste incineration facilities in 
the Goulburn Mulwaree Local Government area. Council’s position is to ensure that 
environmental and public health outcomes are the number one priority.  

3. The Council places on public record that, regardless of the inclusion of the Southern 
Goulburn Mulwaree Precinct, it did not have any direct input into the development of 
the NSW Government Energy from Waste Infrastructure Plan. 

4. Council requests the State Government to undertake an immediate review of the Chief 
Scientists Report on Energy from Waste dated May 2020 (as reviewed November 
2020).  

5. Further to Councils policy statement made at the ordinary Council meeting on 15th June 
2021 and the recently released Energy from Waste Infrastructure Plan, Council 
undertakes the following action: 

a. Council writes to both the Minister of Environment and Minister of Planning 
requesting that prior to any EIS relating to the Veolia Advanced Recovery Centre 
(i.e. Waste to Energy) proposal finalised, that the SEARs be amended to include 
a requirement to address the review of the Chief Scientists report dated May 
2020 (as reviewed November 2020) that has established more stringent 
conditions than other leading jurisdictions in the world in terms of environmental 
and public health outcomes. 

CO_20211102_AGN_2472_AT_SUP_files/CO_20211102_AGN_2472_AT_SUP_Attachment_15917_1.PDF
CO_20211102_AGN_2472_AT_SUP_files/CO_20211102_AGN_2472_AT_SUP_Attachment_15917_2.PDF
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b. Council strongly requests that if the proposal does proceed to public exhibition 
that the consultation process be a minimum of 3 months (90 days) on the 
following basis: 

 The technology and type of development is new and untested in Australia; 

 Much of the required information, particularly in relation to site specific 
requirements and studies, will be contained in the EIS, therefore Council, 
the community and any relevant Stage Agencies will need time to digest 
the information, carry out their own reviews and prepare a comprehensive 
submission; and 

 The development, if approved, will have a lifespan of many decades. In 
comparison, a 3 month exhibition/submission period is minor and should be 
facilitated in order to provide certainty to the community and demonstrate 
the transparency of the process. 

c.  Council requests that any forthcoming EIS relating to the Veolia Advanced 
Recovery  Centre proposal must contain all technical reports that will be relied 
upon by both Veolia and the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
in the assessment and determination of the proposal in order to promote 
transparency and demonstrate to  the community that the proposal will meet the 
anticipated new worldwide environmental and public health benchmarks. 

d.  The Department of Planning requires Veolia to provide an independent review of 
Veolia’s stated reference plant, being the Waste to Energy Plant in Staffordshire, 
United Kingdom built in 2014. The review to cover plant inputs, emission outputs 
and the effect those emissions have had, and projected to have, on the 
environment, public health and the surrounding community.  

6. The General Manager prepare a paid advertisement for the Tarago Times setting out 
Council’s position on the Veolia Advanced Recovery Centre project proposal.  

7.  The General Manager commence discussions with neighbouring Councils and the ACT 
Government seeking their support in opposing the establishment of waste to energy 
facilities in the region.  

 

The action that has occurred since this meeting in regard to the resolution numbers is as follows 

7. The Council has undertaken many press release statements and strongly presented its 
policy position to State Government ministers and State Government agencies 

8. This has been noted 

9. The request has been made but unlikely to happen. A meeting with the Chief Scientist 
and the EPA has been sought to answer a number of questions 

10. a). Request made but as yet no response 

b). Request made but as yet no response 

c). Request made but as yet the Environmental Impact Statement has not been 
released 

d). Request made but we won’t know the outcome until the EIS is release for public 
consultation 

6.  Completed and will be ongoing 

7. Completed and to date no responses. 

 

For Councillors information please find attached the State Governments Energy from Waste 
Infrastructure Plan and the Chief Scientists report. 
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This Mayoral Minute focuses on action that should be taken over the next three months after which 
the new Council can determine if any change in strategy or direction is warranted.   

It is most likely that Veolia will lodge their Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Energy 
from Waste facility at their Woodlawn facility, Tarago while Council is in the middle of the election 
process. Our request for a three month public consultation process is even more relevant so as to 
give the new Council time to understand the issues before making a comprehensive submission. 

For the moment, Council should give consideration to supporting a public information campaign to 
alert all of our communities that this application will be forthcoming and it will have an effect on 
their health; an effect on animal health and an effect on biodiversity. In particular there is much 
concern as to what the emissions from this waste to energy/incineration facility will be doing to our 
overall environment. 

The Chief Scientists report of May 2020 as updated in November 2020 is indicating that technology 
has advanced significantly to make these facilities safe for the health of our community as well as 
the environment. If this is what the outcome really is, then it follows that the facility should be put 
at/near the source of the waste - being Sydney. If we are really keen to reduce carbon emissions to 
net zero by 2050 – then why have two trains a day travelling the 350 kilometres from Sydney to 
Tarago. It seems logical to develop a number of plants in Sydney at the source of the waste. We 
note that the Chief Scientist identifies a number of cities around the world where these facilities 
have been developed within sight of city boundaries. 

There has been calls from within our community to hold a plebiscite in conjunction with the 
upcoming Federal election, to gauge community sentiment. A plebiscite has been used by various 
levels of government to determine an issue of national or community importance and are generally 
undertaken by the Electoral Commission.  I am informed that the federal commission manages 
national referendums and plebiscites which would cost locally the same as a council election – 
approximately $180,000. A plebiscite is to ensure that the outcome is representative of the 
community and not been manipulated. 

A letter received from The Right Reverend Dr. Mark Short, Diocesan Bishop of the Anglican 
Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn is attached. 

I, together with Deputy Mayor Walker and Councillor O’Neill were recently invited to attend a 
meeting of concerned community members, where the following issues, among others, were 
reiterated:- 

 The facility should be built in Sydney at the source of the waste in accordance with the 
safety standards imposed by the Chief Scientist 

 Transporting the waste to Tarago from Sydney and other regions is contrary to the Federal 
Governments “net Zero emissions” target and policy 

 There is much conflicting evidence from around the world on the effect these facilities on 
Human, animal and biodiversity health 

 The waste to energy facilities have a significant amount of toxic residue left after burning of 
waste and thus  should not be buried in our environment 

 The Waste to Energy facility emission flume could travel 30 kilometres (or more depending 
on conditions) which will have a significant effect on a much wider area of this region. 

More discussion on the possibilities of a plebiscite would be required and it would need to be taken 
over the whole of the Hume electorate not just the Goulburn Mulwaree area. In addition, by the 
time we get to the Federal election it is likely the public submission process for the Veolia proposal 
will have been completed.  Nevertheless, Council could support telephone surveys similar to those 
conducted in political opinion polls, as well as using survey monkey which would assist inform the 
community and would form part of our response in the submission process.    

We can be assured that the Veolia EIS, when available, will be comprehensive. The Chief 
Scientists report will be used as a catalyst to set the direction and thus Council and the Community 
will need to research, investigate and articulate alternate planning and environmental evidence to 
that presented by Veolia.   
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At this point, I am not aware if conducting a plebiscite is possible. Council may be better served to 
see that any expense is effectively spent on expert advice to support Council’s future submission 
to the proposal. There is a great concern that many residents are not aware of the proposal at all, 
or do not have any understanding of the extent of potential effects.  

This Mayoral Minute is seeking support from Council to facilitate a public awareness and 
information campaign to:- 

 engage with our wider community on the issues surrounding this proposed development, 

 raise awareness of the issues and impacts on the residents of Tarago and district –and also 
on the surrounding areas including Goulburn, Bungonia, Windellama, Collector, 
Bungendore, Yass, Canberra and Queanbeyan, 

 investigate the potential to conduct a plebiscite on community views for the Waste to 
Energy facility proposed at Tarago, or at least to be able to run localised surveys to gauge 
community opinion, 

 to consider on on-line petition to the NSW Legislative Assembly to enable concerned 
citizens to register their position with the decision making body, 

 to follow up on our engagement with neighbouring Councils/ACT Government, 

 support such other actions as may reasonably be proposed through this community 
engagement process. 
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Bishop Mar k Shor t Waste to Energy Letter  
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