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We hereby give notice that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held on: 

Tuesday, 4 August 2020  at 6pm 

in the Council Chambers, Civic Centre 

184 - 194 Bourke Street, Goulburn 

Order Of Business 

15 Reports to Council for Determination ................................................................................ 4 

15.13 Request for Financial Assistance - Challenge Foundation Goulburn 
Incorporated ............................................................................................................. 4 

 

Cr Bob Kirk Warwick Bennett 

Mayor General Manager 
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15 REPORTS TO COUNCIL FOR DETERMINATION 

15.13 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - CHALLENGE FOUNDATION GOULBURN 
INCORPORATED 

Author:  Warwick Bennett, General Manager  

Authoriser: Warwick Bennett, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Challenge Foundation Goulburn Incorporated Letter ⇩    
   

Link to  

Community Strategic Plan: 

CSP Strategy C02 – Encourage and facilitate active and creative 
participation in community life. 

Cost to Council: Funds are available in the budget for donations made under the 
Financial Assistance Policy. There is a budget of $80,000 for 
grants issued under this policy in the 2020/21 financial year. 
Approval of the recommendations contained within this meeting’s 
agenda would leave a remaining amount of $63,350 for future 
contributions.  

Use of Reserve Funds: Not Applicable. Budgeted amount funded from revenue. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That  

1. The report from the General Manager on Request for Financial Assistance – Challenge 
Foundation Goulburn Incorporated be received. 

 
2. Council makes an allocation of $4,900 from the Financial Assistance provisions to offset the 

construction certificate costs that will be incurred by the Challenge Foundation Goulburn 
Incorporated for their housing development at 20 Mary’s Mount Road Goulburn.  

 
3. Council determine that because the Challenge Foundation Goulburn Incorporated is a 

charitable trust that no Section 7.11 fees payable under the Section 94 Plan be charged. 
This totals an amount of $13,439.50.  

 

BACKGROUND 

At its meeting on 19 September 2017, Council adopted the new Financial Assistance Policy. Under 
the Policy, applications seeking funding for amounts greater than $1,000 are reported to Council 
for approval 

REPORT 

Please find attached a letter from the President of the Challenge Foundation Goulburn seeking 
financial assistance for the development of their new housing complex for the disabled at 20 Marys 
Mount Road, Goulburn. Their letter of request for financial assistance is attached. The letter 
includes a 3D image of what the complex will look like. The Challenge Foundation has asked that 
this matter be considered at this Council meeting so that they can include the necessary Council 
fees as part of their grant applications to State and Federal Governments.  
 
  

CO_20200804_AGN_2331_AT_SUP_files/CO_20200804_AGN_2331_AT_SUP_Attachment_14355_1.PDF
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The financial assistance being requested relates to fees paid or owing to Council as part of the 
development application approval. To date the following fees have been paid:- 
 
 Original Development Application Fees    $  11,079.00    
 Modification required to meet Government legislation $    2,493.80 
 Section 64 Fees for Water      $  71,877.00 
 Section 64 Fees for Sewer      $163,663.75 
 Section 64 Fees for Storm Water     $  16,440.00 
 Section 306 Fee        $       510.00 
           ----------------- 
           $266,063.55 
           ----------------- 
Still owing and payable to Council are the Section 7.11 fees (payable under the Section 94 Plan) 
as follows: 
 
 Roads and traffic        $  12,292.50 
 Open Space        $    1,080.00 
 Administration Fee       $         67.00 
           ----------------- 
           $  13,439.50  
           ----------------- 
 
Additional to these fees there is a further fee required for a construction certificate of $24,190.00.  
Of this amount $15,750 is payable to the State Government for long service leave for the 
construction industry.  A further fee for building inspections will also be required, however this 
cannot typically be calculated until a construction certificate has been assessed. 
 
It is my understanding that the vast majority of this development will be subject to Government 
grants. The fees payable to Local Government, the same as payable to other utility companies, are 
a legitimate cost within a grant application.  Therefore Council needs to consider at this stage of 
the development whether a grant towards the Challenge Foundation Goulburn Inc is appropriate at 
this time.   
 
The Challenge Foundation Goulburn Inc have stated in their attached letter that this development 
once established could employ between 40 to 50 new staff for the operations of all the care that 
will be provided to people with disabilities.  Council will recall that with Tribe Brewery a 50% 
reduction in section 64 fee for water and sewer was offered if the applicant could prove within 12 
months of commencing operations that at least 30 staff employed by that company were residing 
within the Goulburn Mulwaree local Government area.  Council made it very clear during the 
debate on the Tribe Brewery determination that their reduction in Section 64 would not be 
considered a precedents and that Council would consider any future application on its merits.  It 
should also be noted that a further development will be occurring in the Goulburn region for 
another fully subsidised development being Signature Care, which is proposed to be located at 
Run-O-Waters. The Section 64 fees for the Signature Care development will be substantially 
higher than the Challenge Foundation Goulburn Inc proposal and thus Council need to be cautious 
of the discounting fees for Government fully grant funded projects.   
 
It should also be noted that Government funded projects such as the Goulburn Hospital and the 
Ambulance Station do not pay any fees whatsoever to Council, including connections to our water 
and sewer schemes.  
 
The recommendation in this report is not to provide any discount for Section 64 fees for Water and 
Sewer as the applicant will be entitled to include these fees already paid as part of its grant 
application to State and Federal Government.   
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The Challenge Foundation Goulburn Inc is a charity organisation and as such under Clause 3.15 of 
the current Goulburn Mulwaree Council Section 94 Plan, are entitled to have Council consider an 
exemption towards their Section 7.11 contributions.  Clause 3.15 specifically states: 
 

Council may consider, on the individual merit, a case for exempting the following types of 
development from the levying of development contributions: 

 Developments which provide a distinct community benefit on a  not-for-profit basis 
 
The recommendation in this report is that Council make the deliberate decision to reduce Section 
94 fees to $0 because of the Challenge Foundation’s charitable status.  This fees are yet to be 
paid therefore no refund is required.  
 
Thus the final consideration is whether Council should contribute towards the development 
application (including modification) and construction certificate fees. The Council policy states that 
any grant over $5,000 should only be paid upon receipt of a full set of financial statements.   
 

In 2019 Council allocated to the Challenge Foundation Goulburn Inc from proceeds from the 
Mayoral Charity Golf Day the sum of $9,234.  This report is recommending a further grant of 
$4,900 from the financial assistants cost centre be made to the Challenge Foundation Goulburn 
Inc to assist with the fees payable to Council.  The amount of $4,900 not be paid directly to the 
Challenge Foundation but rather used to offset the construction certificate costs of $24,190.  
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