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For land to be categorised as Farmland for rating purposes it must satisfy the criteria as set out in Section 515 of the Local Government Act 1993.
“Farmland” means a parcel of rateable land which is valued as one assessment and the dominant use of which is for farming that:
a) Has significant and substantial commercial purpose of character; and 
b) Is engaged for the purpose of profit on a continuous or repetitive basis (whether or not a profit is actually made). 
“Farming” means the business or industry of grazing, dairying, meat production, orchading, beekeeping, horticulture, the growing of crops of any kind, commercial fishing and farming within the meaning of the Fisheries and Oyster Farms Act 1935, or any combination of those businesses or industries.
“Commercial-Commerce” means the interchange of goods or commodities especially on a large scale.
“Business” means the purchase and sale of goods and services in an attempt to make a profit.
The following questions have been structured to help you provide Council with the information required to evaluate your eligibility to receive Farmland rating. Your assistance in providing as much detail as possible would be appreciated.
This form consists of four parts:
1. Property information
2. Dominant Use of the Land
3. Future use of the Land
4. Additional information

Incomplete application forms may be returned to the applicant. 
Council will review your application and an assessment will be made and be dealt with in the strictest confidence. If an inspection is required, arrangements will be made via telephone to meet and review the details.
Notification will be sent if the application is declined stating the reason why. If you are not in agreement with Council’s decision, a written request for a review can be made stating the reasons why. The application will be reviewed again and the property will be inspected.
If you are not satisfied with Council’s review of the categorisation you may appeal to the Land & Environment Court of NSW within 30 days.

To meet legislative guidelines Council is required to undertake regular reviews of all rateable and non-rateable land. This is for Council use only. This information is kept private and confidential.

PROPERTY INFORMATION:
Property number :  1 0 _ _ _ _ _  (As shown on the letter enclosed)
Owner Name/s: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Telephone Number/s: ________________________________________________________________
Property Address :___________________________________________________________________
Postal Address : _____________________________________________________________________
Lot / DP number/s___________________________________________________________________
Area: ________________________________ meter/s²    Acre/s    Hectare/s
Dwelling/s:  	YES  /  NO	Number of Dwellings: _________________________

DOMINANT USE OF THE LAND:
1. If you have not farmed, are not currently farming and do not intend to use this property for farming purposes please advise Council what this land is currently used for:
RESIDENTIAL GENERAL 			BUSINESS
Please provide further information on the current use of land:  	
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Are you currently conducting farming activities on this property? 	YES / NO

3. If you have answered NO to the Question 2 due to circumstances outside of your control eg: drought please note this here:
	___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If YES, please provide information on the type of farming and the number currently held at the time of completing this form?
Grazing / Stock : ___________________________________________________________________ 
horse/s _______        pig/s ________          goat/s _______         alpaca/s  ________   sheep ________ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]poultry ________      other  _____________________________________ 
Beekeeping:
Hive/s_____________   other _________________________________________________________
Agriculture: 
Fruit / Vegetables:___________________________________________________________________
Turf:______________________________________________________________________________
Nursery:___________________________________________________________________________
Other:_____________________________________________________________________________

Other Farming Activity: ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
LEASED LAND/ AGISTMENT:      	
a. For what period of the year is this land leased or agisted?_________________________
b. What area of your land is used for agistment? __________________________________________
FUTURE USE OF THIS PROPERTY:
If you answered NO to question 2, please complete this section:
A) Are you planning to carry out Farming activity in the future? 	YES  / NO
 If YES, what type of farming activities are you planning to conduct? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B) When are you likely to start this activity? _________________________________________


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION : ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I _______________________________ of _______________________________________________
confirm that the land stated in this form is used for:- Farmland / Residential General / Business (Please circle one option only).
Name/s: __________________________________________________________________________
Signature/s:________________________________________________________________________

OFFICE USE ONLY
DATE RECEIVED:__________________________  RECOMMENDATION: APPROVE / DECLINE 
If rejected without inspections give brief reason why: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
AREA: ______________  NO. OF DWELLINGS: _____________  
TYPES & NO. OF STOCK / AGRICULTURE: ________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COUNCIL OFFICER:___________________________________ NOTIFICATIONS SENT:_____________
Please note Council will only notify a ratepayer if the application is rejected.
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Council collects personal information only for a lawful purpose that is directly related to Council’s functions and activities. For further information please contact Council’s Privacy Officer or refer to Council’s Privacy Management Policy at www.goulburn.nsw.gov.au 
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