Maintenance and Care
Other important points for maintaining clean and healthy
conditions for your animals include:



Ensure all food is stored and sealed in vermin proof
containers.



Ensure adequate clean water and shelter is available
at all times.



Regularly clean out the housing or yard to ensure all
waste is removed and disposed of appropriately.



Do not wash waste products into adjoining
properties or watercourses.





Do not overfeed or leave food scraps lying around
which will attract vermin or nuisance bird species.
Ensure the land is adequately fenced and enclosures
are constructed to exclude entry of vermin. For
example, install vermin proof mesh under the floor
of aviaries and poultry houses.



Limit the number of animals to a manageable size.



Desexing of animals is recommended.

For more Information:
In most cases, cats are allowed to roam

NSW
of are
Primary
Industries
freely.Department
However, there
circumstances
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au
when a cat may be seized/ impounded. See
Council’s ‘stray and roaming cats’ brochure
for more NSW
information.
RSPCA
Each year, millions of cats are run over by
https://www.rspcansw.org.au/
cars, mauled by dogs or lost. Help protect
Phone: (02) 9770 7555
your cat and out native wildlife by keeping
your cat indoors when possible.

NSW Local Land Services
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/

Keeping Livestock
and Poultry

Goulburn Mulwaree Council Rangers
Website: http://www.goulburn.nsw.gov.au
Dedicated off-leash areas:
Phone:
02 Park
4823Road
4409
Eastgrove:
(Near the fields)
Victoria Park
WIRES
Garfield Wildlife
Park (CnrRescue
of Garfield Ave and Francis St)
https://www.wires.org.au/
Bradfordville (Jack White Park)

Or contact your Local Vet

For further information or advice please contact Goulburn
Mulwaree Council.
184 Bourke Street, Goulburn NSW 2580
Phone: 02 4823 4444
Fax: 02 4823 4456
E-mail: council@goulburn.nsw.gov.au
Website: http://www.goulburn.nsw.gov.au

Ranger Services

Keeping non-domestic animals in residential areas
Many people choose to keep birds or animals on their
residential property but it is important to consider the
type and how many animals are suitable first.
Keeping animals other than domestic pets has the
potential to compromise the wellbeing of the animal
and the health or amenity of the surrounding
neighbourhood.
To ensure you keep your bird or animal in a happy
and safe environment without affecting
your neighbours, it is recommended you follow these
simple guidelines.

Horses and Cattle
Poultry


Choosing an animal
Before selecting your bird or animal, you should
consider its suitability within your household and
answer the following questions:



Fowls (chickens) or guinea fowls must not be kept
within 4.5 metres of a dwelling, public hall, school,
or premises used for manufacture, preparation, sale
or storage of food. All other poultry other than
chickens or guinea fowl must not be kept within 30
metres of a dwelling, public hall, school or premises
used for manufacture, preparation, sale or storage
of food.
Poultry houses must be constructed or installed so
that roof water is disposed of without causing a
nuisance to adjoining owners.



Do you have enough space for the animal?



Poultry yards must at all times be kept clean and free
from offensive odours.

Does the animal require a lot of maintenance
or exercise, and if so, do you have time for
this?

Roosters



Will the animal damage vegetation or cause
erosion?



Can you prevent the bird or animal escaping
from your yard?



Could it cause a noise or odour nuisance to
surrounding neighbours?

The keeping of roosters on residential properties is not
recommended as it may create a noise nuisance to your
neighbours. While it is not an offence to keep a rooster,
certain procedures must be undertaken, especially in
summer months to stop them unnecessarily making
‘offensive noise’.

What are the legal requirements?

Roosters can be subject to Council orders if they become a
noise nuisance to neighbours.

Birds and other animals on any property must be kept
in a way so that they do not create a public nuisance,
an offensive odour or unhealthy conditions. Failure to
do this can result in Council issuing an order limiting
or prohibiting the keeping of birds or animals or
restricting the manner in which they are
kept. The Local Government (General)
Regulation 2005 sets out the standards for keeping
birds or animals.

Steps that can be taken to reduce noise from roosters
include:


To reduce the light entering the pen by blackening
out the pen.



Restricting the rooster’s neck movement by placing
it in a small cage may prevent it from crowing, or
raise the roost close to the roof of the pen.

Horses and cattle must not be kept within nine metres
(or such greater distance as the Council may determine
in a particular case) of a dwelling, school shop, office,
factory, workshop, church or other place of public
worship, public hall or premises used for the
manufacture, preparation or storage of food.
Further information can be found in the NSW Department
of Primary industries factsheet ‘Guidelines for minimum
standards for keeping horses in urban areas’ which is
available on the website www.dpi.nsw.gov.au.

Pigs (Swine)
Council does not endorse the keeping of pigs as pets in
residential areas because swine have potential to
create significant odour and waste it is inappropriate to
keep pigs (swine) on a residential property. Swine must
not be kept (and swine's dung must not be deposited)
within 60 metres of a dwelling, shop, office, factory,
church or other place of public worship, workshop,
school or public place in a city, town, village or other
urban part of an area. Council can increase the
distance by placing an order on the keeping of swine to
a resident or location.
Pigs are subject to heavy regulations within residential
areas and in rural areas. For more information refer to
the NSW Department of Primary Industries.

